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JUDGE NOT
Rex Wockner's reports in this issue
on the Iranian hangings of gay
youngsters (a regular occurence
with more to come on 28th Aug
according to Farhad Hoseini of
the International Federation of
Iranian Refugees). All, it seems in
accordance with the Sharia law
which many Moslems would like
to see adopted throughout the
world.

Some of these are, no doubt,
the Moslems who support any
form of violent action that is
intended to bring about this
depressing state of affairs: bomb-
ings in London are just one aspect
of this culture of theologically justi-
fied violence.

Of course, many other Moslems
roundly condemn these interpreta-
tions of their Holy Fetish Book (The
Koran).

It's like the USAnians with their
Born Again leader George W
Bush. He's a man happy to not

only hang people too (especially
black ones), but to spend large
amounts of taxpayers' money
blasting Johnny Foreigner out of
the ground and then diverting
even more money that's supposed
to be spent filling in the holes and
fixing the plumbing into the rapa-
cious paws of companies to which
he is connected.

There are many Christian super-
stitionists (including Born Again
ones) who deplore some or all of
these actions.

The Jewish Zionists who will tol-
erate no opposition to the State of
Israel have their antithesis in the
equally (if not more so) supersti-
tious Torah True Jews who claim
that Zionism is totally at odds with
Jewish teachings.

Our own dear Prime Minister is
of a superstitious disposition
which allows him to cuddle up to
his mate GeorgeW and send UK

troops to kill and terrorise people
in Iraq. And to support the Met
when they execute a blameless
civilian, tell lies about him and
send the folk that fired the shots on
an all expenses paid foreign holi-
day.

But I probably shouldn't have
mentioned that last little prob-
lemette - the Met really have
cleaned up their act now that we
have that nice non-inhaling PC
Paddick as their Pretty Pink
Policeman and soft soap dis-
penser.

Nevertheless, many Church-
people here in the UK are up in
arms at these policies too which
they find are against the precepts
of ‘their’ Holy Fetish Books (one or

another of the editions of The Holy
Bible).

Whilst the superstitious are (in
the considered opinion of this par-
ticular Atheist) just plain wrong in
organising their lives around the
presumed dictates of their imagi-
nary friend or friends, only some
of them are murdering bastards.

The difficulty, as with the non
superstitious murdering bastards,
is telling the nice guys from the
nasty before it's too late!

There's one thing for sure:
pooves, dykes and bicycles will
always be amongst their principal
targets.

John Hein
E-mail: editorial@scotsgay.co.uk

There’s much mair than a bear can
bare going on in Scotland later this
year!

From Fri 30th Sep-Sun 2nd Oct,
BearScots is proud to present
BearScotFest, the annual weekend
event which for a few years now
has been synonymous with friend-
ship and fun. Once again, they’ve
prepared quite an event with the
relaxed atmosphere that’s made
BearScotFest famous.

On 30th Sep, the bears will
gather in Edinburgh for a weekend
of fun and frolic! The highlights of
this years’ event include Posh Bears
- a buffet dinner at the Botanics
Hotel; two guided tours, two
saunas, two brunches, a pub night,
farewell drinks... what more could
a bear ask?

On Sat night, the main event -
the party bears night - is at the
Thomas Morton Hall in Leith. This
promises to be a great night.

GETTING THERE
Getting there couldn’t be easier.
Although set in such an isolated
location Blairmore House is only
two hours from Edinburgh and only
thirty miles from Glasgow Airport.
By public transport there is a con-
necting service by train to
Gourock, then ferry to Dunoon,
and a connecting bus service right
to the door. For those traveling
long distances we may be able to
arrange to pick you up from
Glasgow Airport or railway sta-
tions. There is plenty of private
parking. 

10 NOT OUT
MCC Metropolitan Community
Church of Edinburgh celebrated
10 years of ministry in Scotland on
Sunday 17th Jul.

close to hand. The house is close to
the shore, not so close to the near-
est shop and 1 mile to pub/hotel.

Blairmore House provides the
perfect venue to relax and unwind
with friends. With spectacular
views over Loch Long and the Firth
of Clyde, three floors, and accom-
modation for 22 bears, you can
spend the weekend secluded in lux-
ury. You can relax in front of one of
the open fires, chat to the bears, or
take a dip in the indoor swimming
pool. Perhaps you fancy a game of
pool in the pool room? Or a relax-
ing session in the Jacuzzi or sauna?
During the day you can take a trip
to one of the many nearby attrac-
tions, from the arboretum at
Benmore to the castle at Inverary.
Perhaps you would rather stop at a
country hotel or pub for a meal of
fresh trout or salmon?

For those who are even more
adventurous, Quadmania, just
along the road from Blairmore
House, a wide range of action-
packed activities from quad-bikes
to abseiling, rock climbing, canoe-
ing, kayaking, sailing, rib-boat
adventure, archery, gorge walking
and more.

Theme for this year is ‘Cowboys’.
They are expecting bears from
around the world to attend and
because the number of places for
some of the events are limited you
must pre-register on their web site
at http//www.bearscots.org.uk/
From 18th-21st Nov BearScots will
be heading back to Blairmore
House in Argyllshire in November
for a weekend of relaxation and
fun in the Scottish Highlands.

Only 8 miles from the bustling
town of Dunoon, Blairmore can be
accessed either by ferry from
Gourock or by the beautiful Loch
Lomond/Rest and Be Thankful
road. It is ideally situated to
explore the Cowal peninsula or
venture further afield to the popular
towns of Inveraray and Oban.
There is a nine hole golf course in
Blairmore and fishing (trout and
salmon), sailing, walking, and
numerous visitor attractions are
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>  RISE >
THE capsule for improved male sexual performance that

WON’T let you down
For LONGER and HARDER erections

100% Herbal >  100% Safe
1000’s of satisfied customers worldwide

£4.00 per capsule
£17.50 for 5 capsules
£30.00 for 10 capsules

ORDER NOW for immediate despatch
Tel: 01255 507966
Order lines open: 

11am – 8pm Weekdays
9am – 12pm Saturdays

These hours not convenient?
Try any day, any time between 9am – 9pm,

there may possibly be someone here to take your call.

Most major Credit/Debit cards accepted
(Credit card statements will be charged as BV Holdings)

Or by post to: BlueHeaven Products Ltd.
PO Box 8827 Harwich CO12 4WY

Cheques/postal orders made payable to BV Holdings
For payments by cheque please allow 14 days for clearance/delivery

From the end of July, visit our new website
www.blueheavenproducts.co.uk

for all your gay and lesbian needs.

DéVils
@ Roundabout
Portobello

Opening hours:
Mon – Thur 12 noon – 10pm

Fri – Sat 12 noon – 8pm
Sun 2pm – 8pm

£5 entry

WEEKEND PARTY
FUN ’N’ GAMES NITES

Fri – Sun 9pm till late

B.Y.O.B.
Y not book the sauna as a
birthday treat for yourself

and the guys u want 2 B with

For that special night, details:
Phone 0131-657 5575

Whether you are buying or
selling a house, need a Will
drawn up, Investment Advice
or are bereaved and need help
winding up an estate and want
a gay solicitor to do the work,
call Donald Reid.

19 Torphichen Street, Edinburgh, EH3 8HX

Tel:  0131-228 2828
Fax:  0131-228 2861

E-mail:  dr@vmh.co.uk
Web Address:  http://www.vmh.co.uk/
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The Congregation is part of the
worldwide Metropolitan Comm-
unity Church Movement founded
by Rev Troy Perry in 1968 and the
Edinburgh Congregation was
founded inJuly 1995, a month
after the first Pride Scotland March
and Festival, as a result of a visit to
the Pride by some MCC clergy
from England.

MCC is an inclusive Christian
Church with a special affirming
ministry within the lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender commu-
nities, open to all people irrespec-
tive of sexuality or gender identity.
Over the past 10 years, MCC
Edinburgh has provided a safe
space to worship God and has
helped many couples seek God’s
blessing on their covenant togeth-
er.  The Church has been on the
front line of many justice struggles -
especially the fight for equal rights
of gender and sexual minorities in
Scotland - and its people have
appeared on television and radio
and in the press and have given
evidence to the Scottish Parliament
and met with ministers and other
politicians on several occasions.

HELP WANTED
The issue of Civil Partnerships and
gay marriage is constantly in the
news at the moment. However,
there is very little known about
what lesbians and gay men, who
are contemplating Civil Partner-
ship/marriage, really think. A
research project based at the
University of Leeds is hoping to fill
this gap in our knowledge. The
research team want to interview
lesbians and gay men who have
already held a commitment cere-
mony, registered their partnership,
or are planning to. They hope to
find out what kinds of rituals are
important to lesbians and gay
men, as well as the impact social
and legal recognition of their part-
nerships will have. If you would
like to be interviewed, please con-
tact Beccy Shipman on 0113-343
4903 or
E-mail: r.shipman@leeds.ac.uk 

TRADE
Pete Himsworth has launched a
new Trade Night at Mood - details
at http://www.grooveklub.co.uk/

PRIME TIME
Prime Time was started up by Steve
O’Donnell from Gay Men’s Health
along with two other men last
October. Initially a monthly group,
it is now  held every 2nd Sun at the
LGBT Centre for Health and
Wellbeing at 9 Howe St,
Edinburgh from 2-4pm, and is an
open, non profit, non political, non
religious social/discussion group
for men aged 40+. On average
there are 10-14  gay/bisexual

men whenever they meet. See
Listings for further details.

FIFE MEN SURVEY
As a result of complaints about
homophobic B&B owners over the
G8 and Make Poverty History
month, the Fife Men Project is con-
ducting a survey of all accommo-
dation and venues in Fife. The
results will be available on the
website with recommended accom-
modation together with an educa-
tion campaign for those not operat-
ing a equality policy.
WWW:
http://www.fifemen.co.uk/accom-
modation/accommodation.html

JOBS FOR THE BOYS
AND GIRLS
LGBT Youth Scotland which
describes itself as “a leading
national youth charity working
towards the inclusion of lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
(LGBT) young people in the life of
Scotland” has a job going in
Glasgow. Like to be an Outreach
Co-ordinator (37 hours, AP4:
£20,808 - £23,034 + pension)?
Then download a pack from
http://www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/con-
tent/resources/download.asp?id=
108 or see our Listings for contact
details.

LEGAL SURGERY
Fiona Cook, a solicitor, will hold a
monthly surgery in the Glasgow
LGBT Centre on the following
dates: 27th Aug, 24th Sep and the
29th Oct. Please be advised
appointments are booked on a first
come first serve basis. To make an
appointment contact the Centre off-
fice on 0141-221 7203. The first
half hour consultation is free.

INDIGO
The popular Aberdeen boozer
now as its own website - WWW:
http://www.bar-indigo.com/

POLICE CALL
Constable Izzi Hussene (Strath-
clyde Police Diversity Officer, A
Division) is available in the
Glasgow LGBT Centre for confi-
dential advice and support and for
the reporting of homophobic
crimes or other related subjects
from 7.30-9pm on the last Tue of
each month.

PUSHING THE BOAT OUT
Sat 3rd Sep is the date of Mingin’
Ahoy!, the infamous boat trips on
the Forth. Tickets for the cruise on
the Forth cost £15 which includes
coach travel from Edinburgh to
South Queensferry and back, three
hours sailing up and down the
Forth accompanied by a thumping
sound system and then free entry to
Mingin’ afterwards. Tickets are

availble from The Regent Bar. For
those not on the boat trip, entry to
Mingin’ is £5 before midnight, £6
after. Next Mingin’ date Saturday
Sep 17th.

FUNNY GUYS
Calling All Comedians! LGBT
Youth Scotland needs all you funny
people out there to take part in a
comedy night which they’re hold-
ing to raise funds. To help, they’re
organising three comedy work-
shops where you’ll be able to prac-
tice your act and look at the work
of other comedians.  For more
information:
http://www.lgbtyouth.org.uk/

KEEPING IT CIVIL
Come along to a free information
session at Glasgow LGBT Centre
which will clarify the new laws on
civil partnership.  A financial advi-
sor will be present and will give a
short presentation and a question
and answer session will follow. To
be held on Mon 5th Sept from 7pm
in Jackie Forster room. To book a
place please contact the Centre
either by phone 0141-221 7203
or
E-mail admin1@glgbt.org.uk

GENDER RECOGNITION
The General Register Office for
Scotland has a new page on their
website to explain how they will
issue replacement birth certificates
to people who get gender recogni-
tion:
http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/
regscot/gender-recognition.html

Information about how to apply for
gender recognition is available
from
http://www.grp.gov.uk/

ROBIN COOK
Gregan Crawford writes: It was
Robin Cook who introduced the
amendment to the Criminal Justice
(Scotland) Bill (a ‘consolidation’
bill) that resulted in the legalisation
of homosexual acts between con-
senting adults (over 21) in
Scotland. He moved the ‘New
Clause 1’ for second reading on
22nd Jul 1980. Robin Cook was a
vice president of SMG, along with
Malcolm Rifkind in the early days.
Rifkind was fairly useless but Cook
was a good friend to the gay com-
munity (both Cook and Rifkind
started as Edinburgh ‘toon cooncil-

lors’ before becoming MPs for
Edinburgh Central and Edinburgh
Pentlands respectively). I remember
discussing with Cook how best to
achieve law reform over a couple
of pints in Broughton Street many
years ago!

John Hein adds: I always won-
dered why Cook was so helpful to
the gay cause. Following publicity
about his own love life, I came to
the conclusion that it was a wel-
come form of Shaggers’ Solidarity!

BIG BREATHS!
Breathing Space is a national,
free, confidential phone-line to call
when feeling down or stressed.
0800 858587.

WWW: http://www.breathing-
spacescotland.co.uk/

Lisa and Alan receive a blessing at
the Regent from the Order of
Perpetual Indulgence. This was for
the munificence of their punters
and their contributions to OPI funds
rather than for the quality of their
beer for which no blessings could
suffice!
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Hi there, and here is this month’s
round up of what’s happening
North of anywhere.

With only a few months before
the opportunity to exercise your
right to register your partnership
under the civil partnership act it
saddens me to notice the offer of
‘secret’ civil partnership services.
Just when we think the LGBT com-
munity is taking great steps for-
ward there is a painful reminder
that there is still much to do. For
never has the Scottish Executive
offered us a greater opportunity to
stand up and officially recognise
our relationships. The act may not
be to everyone’s liking and ‘dis-
gusted of deepest Donside’ may
have a few words to say when
they see that Mr and Mr X have
got hitched at the local registrar,
but I believe that there is no more

legislation that can greater
enhance the LGBT community.
Acceptance of LGBT actors in
soaps and performers on the likes
of Big Brother have not con-
tributed to an increased visibility
of LGBT people on the streets in
this corner of the world. It is now
up to couples to stand up and say
‘My relationship is legitimate in
the eyes of the law and this is how
I intend to live my life’. I recognise
the right to a quiet life for every-
one but there will always be
homophobes in our community.
While it may have been possible
to elope a generation ago, I think
that now with the greater empha-
sis on media and communication
the offer of a ‘secret’ ceremony
may need to be taken with a
pinch of salt. Everyone from the
butch lesbian to the effeminate

guy and everyone in between has
a role to play in shaping the future
of our community in the North East
of Scotland. From a recent copy of
the Press & Journal – “There are
10 registrars here and only one
has concerns on religious grounds.
The rest of us will go ahead with
the ceremonies.” So there you go!

The Aberdeen press certainly
seem to be up on the happenings
in the gay community these days.
Having just spoken to Wellman’s
director Rod Brown and promised
a scoop on the relocation of
Wellman’s Health Suite I dis-
covered that the city’s Evening
Express had run the same story on
that very day. For those of you that
don’t know the buildings around
Wellman’s including the former
Satrosphere on Justice Mill Lane
are set to be demolished to make
way for a “better Aberdeen”.
Wellman’s will be relocating to a
quieter site on Holburn Street at
the site of an (almost) former
motorcycle shop. The new two-
floor base could provide a gym,
treatment rooms, a sauna, steam
room and spa bath. But, a fact
omitted by the Evening Express is
that the Health Suite is exclusively
for men especially those that like
other men. The new premises are
planned to be open by Xmas. For
the moment though, Wellman’s
continues to be open on the top
floor at 21-23 Justice Mill Lane,
Aberdeen.

The next women’s disco will be
held on Fri 16th Sep from 8pm
with Soul Food at the East Neuk
bar on King Street.
Contact Granite Sisters at
http://www.13.clara.co.uk/
for details.

I don’t have an update from the
extra-ordinary general meeting
regarding the closure of the
Women’s Centre held last week
but this notice comes from Yvonne
of the Lesbian & Friends Lunch
club:

I don’t quite know how to start
this message. After a lot of debate
and a lot of looking, after a lot of
emotions, I have to inform you all
that the Lunch Club has to come to
a close. Because Aberdeen
Women Centre is going to close
we have lost our premises, and we
have been looking and trying to
find something that was half-suit-
able. And, it is with regrets that we

failed. And, that I do not have any
other choice than to close us
down. The offered space we
thought might have done it
(PHACE) is not in any way a pos-
sibility. My question to you all is,
could you please spread the mes-
sage to women who are not in this
community. Because of how it was
run we don’t have addresses or
even contact numbers. Thank you
all for the support over the last cou-
ple of years and for the happy
memories I hope it brings in mind.
A special thanks in the first place
to Pauline. Thank you Pauline for
all your work and involvement,
and this also goes for Nicola,
thank you your puds were the best.
Thank you all. Yvonne.

The Grampian Gender
Group is a support/help group
for trans-people. They meet once a
month in Aberdeen and have done
so now for several years. They pro-
vide a safe place to meet for infor-
mal chat, a place to dress if you
choose and also occasional speak-
ers and people coming along that
can give help or support. The next
meeting will be their AGM and
will be held on Sat 20th Aug from
12 noon. Their main point of dis-
cussion will concern the future of
the group. For further details,
please E-mail:
gillian_abdn@yahoo.co.uk.

A few of us had a pleasant days
outing to Clachnaben as part of
the LGBT Sports Club on Sun 14th
Aug. We parked just above the
Bridge of Dye and ascended the
steep slope to the summit. With the
weather clearing and the sun com-
ing out, we stopped for lunch and
took in the panoramic views. From
there we continued on to another
path that took us back down into
the valley for a circular route along
the River Dye. A meeting at the
Phace offices on Thu 18th Aug at
8pm will discuss future events for
this club.

For the summer visitor the other
prominent gay venue in Aberdeen
is Bar Indigo (Oh Henry’s).
Situated at the end of the Adelphi
– a rather quaint lane off the bot-
tom end of Union Street – Bar
Indigo is open seven nights a
week with a variety of DJs during
the week and drinks promotions
between 9pm and 11pm. They cel-
ebrate their 2nd birthday on Sat
20th Aug with an Ultra Violet
night. There is free entry to those
with UV body paint and prizes for
the best birthday suit. Of course,
that reminds me of another impor-
tant anniversary that I must go and
do something about…

Tivoli
E-mail: Tivoli_abdn@yahoo.co.uk

aberdeen

scene a
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Is it nearly September already?
Well, ‘skinny rib’ and badly fitting 
shorts can mean only one thing,
our summer is all but done!

The end of July saw the welcome
return of Revolver Bar’s ‘boot
camp.’ Bootshines and head-
shaves, well with clippers rather
than a razor, were available on
the night with proceeds going to
‘Phace Scotland,’ a good time was
had by all and it looks like it’s a
bimonthly event now (Fri 30th Sep
is the next chance you have to dust
off those combats!). Ron, John and
all the staff look forward to seeing
you there.

As for BURLY! the near naked
foam party in the Arches on the
night of the 5th of Aug was wild! A
few brave souls did indeed strip
down to the bare shorts, trunks
and what evers! A clever wee bag
for all your stuff, was a great idea,
the staff looked a bit bewildered
really, but as usual they did their
job well. Music was done by DJs
Raymond and Hi-fi Sean. I have
made no secret of the fact that I
LOVE nights like this, real men, a

bit of dressing up and loads of fun.
Once upon a long time ago the
word GAY was defined as fun, fun,
fun and more 
fun! A few more nights like this
would do Glasgow no harm, let’s
face it: not everyone is 18 with a
28 inch waist and would we want
that anyway?

Club Devotion, with DJ Annie
and her mix of chart and soul, is
still as popular as it was with the
younger crowd and those that like
the odd nibble on chicken! Bennets
has picked up big time and the
Waterloo is safely gay and as busy
as ever. The Polo is sticking with its
tried and tested weekly mix, hav-
ing said that it’s the only location
with a ‘T-Lady’ night on a Wed!

Stitch and Bitch (Glasgow
Women’s Library, 109 Trongate,
0141-552 8345) is on every sec-
ond Tue, (next on 13th Sep). It may
sound like a nightmare (when I
heard about it I thought it was a
reference to Casualty!) but I do
recall my female family members
talking about knit and crochet
stitch. I can’t, however, seem to

recall if it made them any calmer! If
you fancy a wee moan why not
pop in, all ages and needle size
welcome!

If you happen to be in the East
End, (yes, I said East, the West is
next month), pop into the St
Mungo Museum of Religious
Life and Art. Marvel at the won-
der that is the St John of the Cross,
have a wee peppermint tea in the
Buddhist garden and gaze upon
‘Women and War’! Jenny
Matthews photographs are breath
taking, shot in black and white,
these images show conflicts from
Afghanistan to South America and
beyond. Taken from 1982, her eye
is cast across a sea of despair and
we are left with only the few notes
she has been good enough to pro-
vide to guide us. If you liked ‘Venus
Rising’ at the Burrell, you will love
this different account of the beauty
of the female form!

And now and most humbly! May I
apologise for my error of failing to
report that Nik McNicol was voted
unanimously to the board of direc-
tors of the LGBT Centre in
Glasgow. I would also like to take
the time to say sorry to my long suf-
fering editor and chief for failing to
make ‘copy date’ last issue and
last but not least to all of you for
same. I can only blame ‘tech’ stuff
(I must have a homophobic lap
top!) and a wee bit of tummy
upset. BUT! This is all set to
change! With the aid of a poor
unsuspecting college (nothing to
do with young, fit students you
understand!) I will master the key 
pad once and for all!

Well, that’s all that I have heard,
seen, been told and had screamed
at me! Till our next merry meeting,
this witch must fly!

Criz
E-mail: criz@drink.demon.co.uk

glaschu

G

7

Letter to the Editor

Dear Editor
Your "Edinburgh Scene" reporter
says that he is finding it hard to
make "the same things" sound
exciting after three and half years
writing the column - I don't think
many of your readers will dis-
agree, not that the scene is neces-
sarily boring but that "wee Alan"
certainly doesn't seem to have the

journalistic talents to bring the sub-
ject to life! Let me deal with two
issues arising from his August
2005 musings. 

Firstly, what a missed opportuni-
ty to write an interesting, lively and
intelligent column for the hundreds
of thousands of people who flock
to Edinburgh for the myriad festi-
vals - ok not all will be queer and
read ScotsGay but surely a better
effort could have been made to
engage our visitors, desperate to
part with their pink Pounds,
Dollars, Euros et al. And what
about helping them have a good
time with decent reviews of what
Edinburgh offers?

I'm sure many of your readers
were ecstatic to read about
Maddona and Gerri Halliwell but
what the hell they specifically have

to do with Edinburgh in August is
beyond me! Perhaps he has his
sights set on a job with Attitude
(and I mean the mag, he already
has the character it seems)!

Which brings me to his "review"
of one of Edinburgh's longest
establishment gay bars, the New
Town where I just so happen to be
a regular, oh dear just one of the
many places I could say I visit reg-
ularly - my poor liver!

I have to say if I were manage-
ment in the place, I would be get-
ting a wee lawyer's letter off to the
publishers. On the first hand, not
one of the regulars or staff I spoke
to has seen your correspondent in
the bar this year, and certainly if he
has "sneeked in" not often enough
to make the inaccurate and frankly
daft assertions that he has.

And believe me the clientele is as
varied as most other places I go -
and I thought this millenium we
were all about tolerance and not
judging anyway? I wonder what
you have to do or be in "wee
Alan's" book to be described as
"seedy" or "older"?

So all in all, from an un-scientific
poll of New Town punters (aged
18 to 48) - no problem "Wee
Alan" if one of the busiest bars on
the Edinburgh scene is not to your
liking - stay away but at least get
ScotsGay to send a reviewer with
an open mind who can write accu-
rately, funnily and engaging.

Faithfully
Douglas McBean
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‘Mariners’ the home of ‘Velvet
Women’s Club Night’ & ‘Burly
Too’ is Licensed to conduct Civil
Partnerships; ‘Mariners’ embraces
our diverse LGBT community; It’s
unique; new; & seriously up-mar-
ket it’s ‘Mariners’

Every so often, in Edinburgh, a
new bar, restaurant or Night-Club
opens that seems to capture the
imagination of the city’s socialites.
Few that have appeared over the
past few years come close to the
versatile and open minded
‘Mariners’.  It’s got to be one of
the most adaptable and flexible
venues in the city; one of those
places that has to be seen to be
believed.  ‘Velvet Women’s Club
Night’ & ‘Burly Too’ have been
vastly improved with their new
home; proven by customers turn-
ing out in their droves.

‘Mariners’ is Scotland’s premier
and dedicated Civil Partnerships
Venue; the LGBT community’s cer-
emonial home.  Book and plan
your Civil Partnership and
Function at ‘Mariners’ with the
assistance of The Velvet Team,
contact – Email:
clubvelvet@blueyonder.co.uk The
landmark Civil Partnership Act
will be brought into force on 5th
Dec this year.  Any couple wish-
ing to form a civil partnership will
be able to give notice of their
intention to register at a Register
Office from that date.

This will allow the first civil part-
nerships to be formed in time for
Christmas on 21st Dec 2005,
after the 15 day waiting period
has passed.

The Civil Partnership Act allows
same-sex couples to make a for-
mal, legal commitment to each
other.  At present, same-sex cou-
ples have no way of gaining for-
mal legal recognition for their
relationship and as a result suffer
a range of problems in their
everyday lives.

Important rights and responsibili-
ties will flow from entering a civil
partnership, helping same-sex
couples to organize their lives
together.

The process of entering into a
civil partnership will be adminis-
tered by the local registration serv-
ice.  On the day of registration,
each member of the couple will
sign in the presence of the regis-
tration officer and two witnesses.
The Act also allows for same-sex
couples who have entered legally
recognized overseas relationships
to be treated as civil partners in
the United Kingdom

‘Mariners’ seems the perfect
place to book your Civil
Partnership and Function; a spec-
tacular split level venue set in a
stunning Converted Church in the
heart of the Gay Residential
Sector (located on Commercial
Street, Leith, Edinburgh); particu-
larly when it’s so spectacularly lit
up in the evenings and boasts a
beautiful Modern Stained Glass
Window set in the centre of two
enormous spires.

They have spared no expense
in creating a truly spectacular inte-
rior.  Many original features have

been retained and the décor real-
ly is a clever mix of traditional and
contemporary styles giving it a
unique ambiance with a clean
modern feel.

The building is laid out over two
floors, with a bar on each, and a
large balcony overlooking the
dance floor. The upper level is
accessed by a staircase stretching
the length of the dance-floor.
Large comfy couches, scattered
tables and cosy booths offer a
variety of ways to relax and enjoy.
Careful use of lighting has insured
that ‘Mariners’ can have a coffee-
house ambience during the day
and in the evening it is trans-
formed into a state of the art
Night-Club with a superior sound
and lighting system, with plasma
screens throughout.

Also the menu has something
for everyone; from flame grilled
steaks and burgers to seafood,
pizza, pasta and much more; with
promotional prices on drinks and
food and great music.

Wow is all we can say, check it
out folks…

Jinx & Carpe Diem
(Wee Alan is on holiday)

ScotsGay Bound+gagged
Welcome pervs and pervesses to
another instalment of my slap
happy BDSM column. Quite a few
changes this month, as we see
several clubs moving venue for a
variety of reasons. So pay atten-
tion if you do not wish to end up
looking a complete prat.

As has been noted by a number
of individuals this column has
been absent for a few editions.
Well, listen up, this Bitch ain’t
goin’ nowhere. I speak my mind
and tell it how it is, you don’t like
it tough titty. If nothing much is
going on then why should I bother
my arse writing a column?  You
want this to be a regular feature,
then tell me what the fuck is going
on and I will report it in this fine
periodical.

Okay. First up is news of The
Glasgow Munch, which is mov-
ing to the Admiral Bar on
Waterloo Street. The Hogshead is
being refurbished and we wish
them good luck for the future and
thank the excellent staff for help-
ing to make the Munch such a suc-
cess. So, as per normal, the
Munch will run from 8pm until

kicking out time on the 4th Thu of
the month. Your meeters and
greeters are Bumhug and Simply
D, lovely people and very wel-
coming. As you go through the
main entrance, simply go down
the stairs to the lower bar and
look for the table with the little
teddy bear sitting on it. Dress
code is street clothes or casual
wear. You will notice from the
above example that people often
use a pseudonym, mine for exam-
ple is Mistress Anya.

Next up: no change for the
excellent Munch in Edinburgh.
It is held at Ryries Bar on the cor-
ner of Dalry Road and Haymarket
Terrace. The Munch is held in a
separate room, so just buy your
drinks at the bar, go to the right
hand end of it and up the stairs.
The Munch is in the room at the
top, just go on in. It’s held on the
third Thu of each month, from
8pm until close. Dress code is
street clothing or casual wear.

Now onto the clubs.
‘Rebound’ a very popular
Glasgow club has moved to The
Bastille Bar formerly known as

Sloan’s Bar. This venue is in a
prime city centre location and
absolutely awesome, the entire
first and second floors are taken
over by the club. The original fix-
tures and fittings make a stunning
contribution to the ambience,
which resembles a decadent turn
of the century party in a country
house. The next date, for this not
to be missed club is Sat 20th Aug.
‘Rebound’ is ideal for those who
like their perversions served
straight with a twist!  Doors open
at 8pm and close at 1am, The
entrance fee is £10 on the door.
Location is The Bastille
Bar/Sloan’s 1st floor, Buchanan
Lane, off Buchanan St, Glasgow
(10 mins walk from George
Square and Queen Street Station).
Dress code is fetish and/or black.

Now to an old favourite: club
‘Violate’ which next takes place
on Sat 3rd Sep at the Big Joint,
1084 South Street, Scotstoun. A
very popular event, this club wel-
comes a mixed crowd of all ages.
Music is provided by DJ Loveless -
a mix of Dance and Rock. A play
area is set up in the large back

room and food is included in the
ticket price. As an introduction to
the BDSM scene, this club night is
ideal. Doors open at 8pm - club
runs until 2am (doors close at
Midnight). Tickets are £10 on the
door or £5 for members. Annual
membership is available on the
door at £10. Discount news, you
can get 10% off products from the
Juju website. Don’t forget that
your Violate membership card will
also get you 10% off in Cyber on
Kings Street. Also Me-licious, Joy
4 Us and all UK outlets of Clone
Zone.

Yet another club that has moved
is ‘Nightshade’ based in
Edinburgh. It is now held at the
The Lighthouse Studios, at 20
West Harbour Road in Granton,
just along the road from Granton
Square. There is a separate area
for equipment with a main social-
ising area near the bar. The next
date is Fri 19th Aug, tickets are
£6 for members and £8 for non-
members. Fetish dress code or
choose to wear the monthly
theme. No jeans! Background
music, with no dance area. A
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Players club. WWW:
http://www.nightshade-club.org/

Finally for this issue, we have DV8: a
monthly fetish club held in the atmos-
pheric cellars of the Spiders Web Pub
on Morrison Street, Haymarket,
Edinburgh. Entry price is only £5 for
members. Membership costs £10 for a
year and is available to anyone who
has been to at least two previous DV8
events. Guests can be brought in by
members for £10 each. The doors open
at 8pm and you may pose on the equip-
ment for your own photos until the Club
starts at 9.30pm which then runs until
1am. No cameras (including cameras
on phones) allowed from 9.30pm
onward.

Any questions or venues you would
like listed contact me on my E-mail
address below. You can also reach me
on the following forums:
http://www.informedconsent.co.uk/ or
http://www.bondage.com/

I am registered as Mistress_Anya.
You know what they say about
payback? Well I'm the bitch!

Mistress Anya E-mail:
Mistress_Anya@drink.demon.co.uk
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Garry Otton
says LET’S SHOW
MARRIAGE the FUTURE
I’m a law-abiding citizen, on the
whole. A few minor incursions with
speed cameras and then there was an
incitement to impersonate a police
officer (full uniform supplied). I was-
n’t charged for the latter. Well… Not
officially, anyway! Respect the law. It
is a message I would extend to these
renegade councils who, at taxpayers’
expense, are threatening to permit
only civil registration of same-sex
marriage and deny participants a cer-
emony. Religious extremist Gordon
Macdonald, parliamentary officer for
Christian Action, Research and
Education (CARE) whinged in The
Sunday Herald: “MSPs didn’t proper-
ly debate this issue in the first instance,
it was pushed down to Westminster
because the parliament didn’t want
something controversial being discussed
here. People haven’t been able to express

their views about this. Our concern is
that civil partnerships were setting up
a system that was essentially mirroring
marriage. We disagree with this in
principle… There is also an issue
about ceremonies. This was purely
about registration and now certain
groups are calling for ceremonies as a
means to suit their own agenda. This
shouldn’t be changed and this is anoth-
er reason why the matter should have
been more fully debated at the time”.
If you don’t like gay marriage, Mr
Macdonald, then don’t fucking
marry one! Full stop. End of! There
is nothing to discuss. Our so-called
‘Scottish Parliament’ took that quite
literally, of course, and left
Westminster to deal with it. I want
my taxes back! All it would have
taken was a few tweaks in Scottish
law and ‘marriage-lite’ would’ve only

been something gays did in England
before reaching Gretna Green. Now
we have been awarded one of those
‘special rights’ moral conservatives
crow on about because civil partner-
ships are denied to ‘straights’. What
part of the word ‘equality’ does the
Scottish Executive not understand?
Full marriage would’ve blessed gays
with an excuse to flick through the
latest wedding magazines, awarded
religionists the chance to deny gay
men the pleasures of promiscuity
and given marriage the makeover it
so desperately needs. Scotland
would be a great country if it had
only half the courage The Corries
used to sing about. When Spain
challenged the Catholic Church,
which had a history of collusion
with Franco’s former fascist regime,
to deliver equality to all its citizens,
it did so with gusto. Spanish gays
now qualify for all the same rights
enjoyed by heterosexuals, including
adopting children. It is certainly not
strange, but true that a lot of gays
love kids. (News of an Austrian
father of 12 who left his wife for a
male lover did nothing to under-
mine the opinion of The Sunday
Mail who qualified the tale for their
“strange but true” section). The
Spanish Socialist Prime Minister
Jose Luis Rodriquez Zapatero put
the full prestige of his office and
party behind the passage of full gay
human rights legislation in his coun-
try and a top government official
attended its first gay marriage cere-
mony. In parliament, Zapatero
quoted two gay poets in his speech.
(Jack McConnell attending the first
gay wedding quoting passages from
our gay Scottish Makar? I don’t
think so)! Zapatero told his parlia-
ment: “We are not legislating, hon-
ourable members, for people far away
and not known by us. We are enlarg-
ing the opportunity for happiness to
our neighbours, our co-workers, our
friends, and, our families. At the same
time, we are making a more decent
society because a decent society is one
that does not humiliate its members.
In the poem ‘The Family’, the poet
Luis Cernuda asked: ‘How can man
live in denial by giving rules that pro-
hibit and condemn?’ Today, the
Spanish society answers to a group of
people who, during many years, have
been humiliated, whose rights have
been ignored, whose dignity has been
offended, their identity denied, and

their liberty oppressed. Today the
Spanish society grants them the respect
they deserve, recognises their rights,
restores their dignity, affirms their
identity, and restores their liberty. It is
true that they are only a minority, but
their triumph is everyone’s triumph. It
is also the triumph of those who oppose
the law, even though they do not know
it yet: because it is the triumph of lib-
erty. Their victory makes all of us, even
those who oppose the law, better people.
It makes our society better. Honourable
members, there is no damage to mar-
riage or to the concept of the family in
allowing two people of the same sex to
get married. On the contrary, what
happens is this class of Spanish citizens
get the potential to organise their lives
with the rights and privileges of mar-
riage and family. There is no danger to
the institution of marriage, but pre-
cisely the opposite: This law enhances
and respects marriage. Today, conscious
that some people and institutions are
in profound disagreement with this
change in our civil law, I wish to
express that, like other reforms to the
marriage code that preceded this one,
this law will generate no evil, that its
only consequence will be the avoiding
of senseless suffering of decent human
beings. A society that avoids senseless
suffering of decent humans is a better
society. With the approval of this bill,
our country takes another step in the
path of liberty and tolerance that was
begun by the democratic change of gov-
ernment. Our children will look at us
incredulously if we tell them that many
years ago, our mothers had less rights
than our fathers, or if we tell them that
people had to stay married against
their will even though they were
unable to share their lives. Today we
can offer them a beautiful lesson: Every
right gained and each liberty has been
the result of the struggle of many people
that deserve our recognition and
praise. Today we demonstrate with this
bill that societies can better themselves
and can cross barriers and create toler-
ance by putting a stop to the unhappi-
ness and humiliation of some our citi-
zens. Today, for many of our country-
men, comes the day predicted by
Kavafis (Ancient gay Greek poet) one
century ago: ‘Later ‘twas said of the
most perfect society that someone else,
like me, will come out and act in the
spirit of freedom, and be rewarded’.”
Scotland, take note! The first ‘gay
marriages’ – and, please, let’s start
calling them that if it’s going to get
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up the noses of religionists - will be
taking place on 20 December.
Amongst them Aberdeen-based
John Stewart and Neil Fletcher, both
Lib Dem representatives on
Aberdeen City Council who have
been together for 13 years and tiara
and tantrums aside, Elton John and
David Furnish, who expect to be
‘tying the knot’ the following day.

I’m just back from Amsterdam.
One hot, sunny afternoon, I sat by
myself drinking coffee at the edge of
a canal in the Jordaan district, near
the Homomonument and the
Westerkerk. The sun glinted off
chrome spokes of bikes tied to the
iron railings of a canal bridge. I was
listening through my mp3 player to
Dutch pop artist Rob de Nijs
singing ‘Inch Allah’. I don’t know
why, but I felt uneasy. I’d been talk-
ing with friends. This country, so
proud of its liberal traditions, is at
war. The country appears to be
defending itself against a new moral
conservatism imported by immi-
grants. A gay map, handed out to
gay tourists with a personal welcome
from the mayor of Amsterdam, Job
Cohen, warns: “Do not change any
money on the streets! This is a known
rip-off from east-European thieves”.
There is widespread mistrust
amongst people towards immi-
grants, particularly Muslims, and it
is very open. There have been arson
attacks on Mosques in retaliation for
the murder of filmmaker Van Gogh
by a Muslim extremist and prior to
Gay Pride; I heard rumours that the
canal boat parade might be a target
for attack. One resident, living in
Amsterdam with his Egyptian
boyfriend told me: “They are guests
in our country and they have just
pissed in the corner! They are our
guests and they’ve abused our hospital-
ity!” I can’t pretend to know the
answers; I know I abhor racism; that
is a certainty, although I cannot tol-
erate the barbaric practices of primi-
tive theocracies that undermine
women and sexual minorities and
pay scant regard for the human
rights its citizens. As for the West,
with greater liberties come greater
responsibilities. That’s not quoting
anybody; it’s just what I believe. It
gives me some room to curse the
Internet spammers while I excuse
the ranters. With the rise of Islamo-
fascist regimes and nasty clips of
Islamic fundamentalists blasting
bodies to smithereens circulating the
Internet, I’m not sure I can hold that
thought for very much longer. The
Scottish Media Monitor has never
supported censorship and defends
the right to criticise religion. Gerald
Warner, Mrs Grant, John MacLeod

and their ilk are all entitled to air
their opinions in the Scottish media.
It is the Scottish media that has
shirked its responsibility to ensure
that the presentation of news and
opinion is balanced and fair. News
stories snatched from press releases
from the Christian Institute or the
Catholic Church and the plethora of
religionist columnists have guaran-
teed a solid, conservative media,
excluding truly liberal voices, cen-
soring language and stifling sharp
opinion. New laws censoring hatred
of religion has created a climate that
will make it difficult for the Scottish
Media Monitor to continue. And
time is running out. Recently, the
editor of The North East Weekly
told The Herald he had been
charged by police under Section 19
of the Public Order Act after pen-
ning an editorial, “Perverts and
Refugees”, criticising the setting up
of a refugee centre near Buchan.
Section 19 gives the police power to
arrest persons they suspect of pub-
lishing or distributing written mate-
rial that is threatening, abusive, or
insulting and likely to stir up racial
hatred. Had he been obliged to
carry an alternative opinion, there
would have at least been an element
of balance in his paper. But to be
silenced altogether, then there is no
voice at all. Another editor, Tom
McConigley, is being investigated
by police over an article headed
“Gypsy Fear” in The Barrhead News
after a report on 35 French travellers
who had settled at Blackbyres after
arriving from Ireland. 

There’s no end to it. Scotland on
Sunday reported how the Kirk was
attempting to close the Edinburgh
Dungeon. They apparently think it
promotes Satanism and are chal-
lenging the renewal of its entertain-
ment licence because the church in
the city’s London Road feels the dis-
plays are offensive to Christians.
“The Kirk session of the church has
complained about elves impaled on
spikes, roasting robins and Father
Christmas boiling in a witch’s caul-
dron… The Christians claim the asso-
ciations with evil are at least corrupt-
ing and at worst something that could
lead to devil worship”. After describ-
ing the ghoulish exhibits in such
minute detail, I would suggest they
stop going there. Or is that too sim-
ple for the Rev William Armitage?
He told the paper: “…You can go too
far. The way that evil is made out to
be something positive is deeply trou-
bling. Evil is something very powerful
and should not be trivialised”.
Malcolm Dickson, the session clerk
at the Parish church added: “We felt
that it was time to make our voices

heard… If this display had been
aimed at any other religion it would
have been closed down. People seem to
think they can get away with this
because it’s Christianity”. Does he
mean like the blasphemy law that
can only be used by Christians and
which has only been used in modern
times to prosecute gays? Maybe we
could include amongst the exhibits
some of the equipment religionists
have used for torture and punish-
ment over the ages?

Finally, after a few words at the
Civic Forum’s meeting on media in
Glasgow I’m pleased to say, but for a
bit of grumbling from The Scottish
Daily Mail, BBC Radio Scotland
has now moved Thought For The
Day, a piece of religionist propagan-
da that regularly interrupted the
morning news, to some hopelessly
early slot before the alarm goes off!

E-mail:
garry@scottishmediamonitor.com
Read the papers, post your com-
ments or search for material at the
SCOTTISH MEDIA MONITOR
website: http://www.scottishmedia-
monitor.com

ScotsGay supports the work of
Outrage! P O Box 17816, London
SW14 8WT. Donations welcome.
http://www.outrage.org.uk /

CUT IT OUT…

The bombings. And the answers,
Gerald Warner-style in Scotland on
Sunday: “We need to respond to this
crisis in two ways. For the most imme-
diate is a no-nonsense response to ter-
ror. For the human rights, multicul-
turalist lobby the party is over. Forty
years of political correctness have had
fatal consequences for 55 people: more
will die, unless we act ruthlessly… The
secular jihad must stop too”.

Alan Taylor in The Sunday Herald
on cruising (described by straights as
‘dogging’). “A colleague, who has a
purely professional interest in such
matters, tells me that Arthur’s Seat is a
favourite haunt for alfresco coupling.
Walking around the crags one night
recently he came across four separate
sets of copulators, which he claims is a
record. None of them seemed in the
least perturbed by his presence as he
bade them ‘good evening’. His deduc-
tion? ‘They must have been foreign’.”

Old Mother (Joan) Burnie in The
Daily Record on TV soap,
Coronation Street’s Jack and Vera
Duckworth: “They represent not just
everything which is best on the Street
but about the institution of marriage
itself. I am deadly serious”.
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Hello everybody! So where
the hell is summer? Well, although
there is no scientifically proven
correlation, the disappearance of
the sun seems to have coincided
with the opening of the
Pavement Café outside the
Out/Brooklyn’s Bar complex. This
latest venture – not specifically
gay but open to all - will surely
prove popular if those clouds
would bugger off. It has also had
the repercussion of Brooklyn’s
Bar extending their opening
hours from Noon Mon to Fri and
12-30 on Sun, both the Café and
Bar are serving coffee. Along with
all the usual offers and nights at
Brooklyn’s we can now add in the
pool competition on Thu, from
8pm with a bottle of voddie up for
grabs, and the Showbar’s mix

of music and musicals still going
strong held in Brooklyn’s on the
last Sat of each month. Downstairs
in Out are luring in the punters on
Wed and Thu nights by offering
spirits and shooters for a shiny
pound coin (or note I guess,
although not seen any of those for
ages).

Along the Seagate in Charlie’s
Bar everything should be back to
normal in the next week or two as
Charlie and Ian are back behind
the bar and Ross returns to DJ’ing
duties on Fri and Sat nights. The
next quiz night will be on Tue 6th
Sep, from 8pm with various prizes
including £100 up for grabs.

Diversitay continue to hold
their monthly ice-breaker evenings
in Braes on Perth Road. These are
on the third Wed of each month

from 8pm, next one being Sep
21st. There are also plans to hold
a woman’s disco downstairs in
Braes in the future, more details
will be published here nearer the
time or by calling the Diversitay

switchboard Mon evenings 7-
10pm on Dundee (01382)
202620.

Chris
E-mail: courier_chris@yahoo.co.uk
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